BLOOMSBURG SCHOOL OF DANCE, LLC
REGISTRATION 2011-20012 SEASON

Monday, August 29th through Wednesday, August 31st from 4:30-6:30 p.m. is shoe and attire fitting and ordering for Fall classes.

Classes begin Tuesday, September 6th.
The Bloomsburg School of Dance, LLC does not tolerate bigotry of any kind.  If you feel that your personal attitudes might prevent you, or your child, from acting in any way less than a sisterly or brotherly manner to anyone, regardless of race, religion, color, gender, class, or sexual persuasion; than the Bloomsburg School of Dance, LLC is not the right dance school for you.  The Bloomsburg School of Dance, LLC will be happy to make recommendations of other dance schools where your personal attitudes will be more acceptable.

DISCIPLINES OFFERED

Ballet is a dance technique that has been developed over 350 years.  Ballet is considered the foundation of the dance disciplines; ballet is to dance as the piano is to the rest of the musical instruments.  Classes are taught in the classical traditions, and students of advanced levels may study on pointe as well as slipper.

Modern is a technique that was developed in the United States during the early 20th Century.  Martha Graham is one of the most commonly known early pioneers of this style.  The technique is based more in physical expression as opposed to the pretty lines of ballet.  Modern dance technique is most dominant on the collegiate level.  More contemporary modern choreographers are Twyla Tharp, Mark Morris, and Jose Limon.  You must have completed a year of Ballet I or Jazz I to enroll in Modern.

Contemporary is modern dance that does not have a lineage.

Jazz is a form of dance that is seen in Broadway shows or music videos.  The technique is influenced by ballet and consists of kicks, turns, and leaps with a more contemporary flair.

Tap originated in the United States and became popular during the ‘Jazz Age’.  The technique involves rhythmic percussion, utilizing the taps on the shoes, combined with dance movements.  Many classic Broadway shows feature tap dancing.

Acrobatics (acro) is a combination of gymnastics tumbling and dance.  A strong emphasis is placed on executing the movements with the style and grace of ballet. Dance is incorporated into the choreography for performances.  This style of dance can be seen in Cirque de Soleil shows.    (It is highly recommended that acro students enhance their training with ballet.)

Hip-hop is a ‘street’ or ‘funk’ style of dance performed to rap, hip-hop, and R&B music.  The movements are ‘fresh’ and contemporary.  This style of dance does not require a great deal of technique due to its very casual style.  Therefore, these classes are structured according to age, not level.  (If you find the content of popular music videos or the language of popular rap songs offensive, this might not be the class for you.)

Irish step dance is a traditional ethnic dance that originated in Ireland.  The ‘Riverdance’ explosion has made this style of dance very popular in recent years.  Students begin their studies in ‘soft’ shoes and eventually advance into studying both ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ shoes.

Yoga unites the body, breath, and mind.  Poses can be held, or the movements could have a more flowing quality from one pose to the next (vinyasa).  The practice should be done very consciously and mindfully as the breath guides the practitioner through the practice.

LEVELS

Mommy and Me is for students 2 or 3 years old before September 1st.  This is an adaptive program.  The students eventually progress into performing on stage without their parent.  Only one parent per student is allowed, no siblings or extra adults.  Mom, Dad, Grandma may take turns each week, but only one accompanying adult per student.

PK-K is for students 4 or 5 years old before September 1st.  Students that start this level at 4 years will stay in this level for two years.

B (beginner) through A (advanced) Students entering the first grade may register for any class in a B level.  All other classes will be advanced into in sequential order after graduating out of the B level.  Hip-hop levels are unique in that they are structured by age.  Hip-hop B is elementary students, Hip-hop I is a Middle School class, and Hip-hop A is reserved for Senior HS.  Because we have 6 levels of Ballet, students will advance through the levels in Ballet much quicker than they will in Irish, Jazz, or Tap.
TUITION
All checks for tuition and registration should be made out to the Bloomsburg Sports Plex.  Please put Bloomsburg School of Dance in the memo.  All payments should be made at the front desk.  Cash, checks, and credit cards are all accepted.

Tuition is $320/year for the first class and $160/year for each additional class.  All students will pay the same yearly amount regardless of when they start or how many months they participate, however you must start by October 15th.  Examples:    Ballet B only= $320/year, Ballet B and Acro B= $480/year, Ballet B and Acro B and Tap B= $640/year.  Tuition may be paid in full at the time of registration; or bi-annual or monthly.  If you would like to pay monthly, a payment must be made each month, beginning with registration and ending in May.

You may pay off your tuition in a number of different ways.  You can pay for the entire year up front; you can pay bi annually, or monthly. Payment Schedules:

1) Annually:  All tuition and registration is paid at the time of registration

2) Bi-annually:  registration fee and ½ of yearly tuition at the time of registration

First class of January, ½ yearly tuition is due

3) Monthly: registration and 1/10 of yearly tuition is due at the time of registration

first class of September 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of October 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of November 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of December 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of January 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of February 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of March 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of April 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

first class of May 1/10 of yearly tuition is due

It is important that you adhere to the schedule that you commit to at the time of registration.  If you sign on for bi-annual, you must make two payments.  You may not switch schedules mid-year to monthly payments.  You are a student and are billed as such until you give notice to Miss Danielle or Sportsplex management in person or by phone.  We can not assume that lack of attendance means that you are not continuing.  You are committed to any costume purchased for you prior to your notice.
***A Registration Fee per family is due at the time of registration.  It is $80 for monthly tuition payers, $60 for bi-annual payers, and $40 for annual payers.  Returning students may take an extra $10 off for registering on or before July 31st.

Sibling discounts are applied to the tuition of the student with the cheaper tuition.  The second student receives a 25% discount.  Three or more students receive a 50% discount. Examples: Student #1 takes Ballet B and Acro B and Tap B, Student #2 takes Acro B and Tap B, and Student #3 takes Mommy and Me.

Student #1= $640, Student #2= $480(-25%), and Student #3= $320(-50%).  $620+$360+$160 =$1140/year

There is a 50% discount for boys to encourage a stronger enrollment for boys.
***Late Fees will be applied to your tuition if you are not paid by the 15th of the month.  $10 will be applied for each payment every month that you are in arrears.  For example; if you do not make your October payment or your November payment by the 15th of November, you will have 2 late fees on the October payment and 1 late fee on the November payment equaling $30.00.  This was not enforced last year, but will be this year.  If you are consistently in arrears, your tuition for the entire year will be due at the time of registration the following year.
Private lessons vary in price depending on the teacher and whether a group class in that level is already available.  The tuition for private lessons is paid directly to the school.  They can be anywhere from $15-$30 per half hour, and $30-$60 per hour.  Private lessons may also be arranged to prepare a student for a competition or audition.

There is a $25 fee on bad checks.

Paid tuition does not guarantee that you will perform in the show.  The Bloomsburg School of Dance, LLC reserves the right to withdraw a student’s right to perform in the show for any reason of their discretion.  If a student is absent at a stage rehearsal, picture day, or during the four week rule, the student will not perform in the show.  Tuition will still be due as well as any costume fees.

COSTUME COSTS
Money is due for recital costumes at the time that they are ordered (anytime from December through March).  Anticipate a cost of $30-$60 per class for recital costumes if we continue with discontinued costumes.  Nutcracker costumes are rented from the school and are due on costume drop off day.  Costumes will be purchased directly from Miss Danielle, not Bloomsburg SportsPlex.

ATTENADANCE
Good attendance is strongly encouraged.  Students without good attendance are likely to hold the class back; choreography must be reviewed, material re-taught, etc.  We do understand that some absences are unavoidable; however, it is requested that you make a concerted effort to attend all scheduled classes.  The majority of our students miss less than three classes per year.  If your absences are greater than 8, you will not be able to perform in the show for that class.  Being a part of the Bloomsburg School of Dance, LLC is a commitment and should be regarded as such.  All stage rehearsals, without exception, are mandatory (this rule is strictly enforced!!!!!!!)  The student will not be able to perform in the show if any stage rehearsals are missed.  Attendance at picture day is also mandatory to participate in the show.

The Four Week Rule is strictly enforced.  The four week rule applies to any scheduled class four weeks prior to the show.  It implies that attendance to regular dance classes is mandatory during that period of time before the show.  There will be two valid excuses for missing class during the four week rule. The first will be to attend your own graduation ceremony from high school or college, or to attend a direct sibling’s high school or college graduation ceremony.  The second will be mandatory rehearsal for a religious sacrament.  There must be a direct time conflict (don’t ask to miss a 5:30 -6:30 class if the ceremony starts at 7:00 at Haas Auditorium). If you need to miss for any of these reasons, you must be present for two consecutive weeks prior to the four week rule.  Also, you can only be absent for one of the weeks of the four week rule.  For example, I will not allow you to miss one week for a graduation ceremony and the next for a Holy Communion rehearsal.  I no longer permit absence during the four week rule for chorus or band concerts, regardless of being for grade or not.  The local school districts already have those concerts on the calendar for next year.  Please do not register for a class that is in direct conflict with your concert.  If you do, do not come to me during the four week rule and ask for a time compromise.  If you discover that your concert is on the night of your class and you do not wish to withdraw from chorus or band, or are unable to, you have several options: staying in the class and not participating in the show for that class, switching to another class if it is early in the fall, or withdrawing from the class.  If your child if very ill and can’t participate, please bring them with pillow, blankets, tissues, and whatever else they may need to be comfortable to sit and watch inside the classroom.

The following are mandatory with no exception at all: Picture Day, Blocking Rehearsal at the stage and Dress Rehearsal at the stage.  Regardless of the crisis or emergency, these rehearsals are mandatory.  If you miss any of the above, you will not perform in the show.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  Please don’t ask for an exception, there are none.  Also, if your child is ill they must be able to materially participate in the stage rehearsals.  Watching does not count for stage rehearsals.  Please note the dates on your calendar; this is the time to go buy your 2012 calendar and put these dates on it.  If you are not able to perform in the show for missing during the four week rule or a stage rehearsal, full payment for tuition and costumes is still due.
ATTIRE
All dance shoes must be purchased at the front desk of the Sportsplex with the exception of Irish shoes, which are purchased through the Irish teacher.  This is to ensure the appropriate style of shoe is worn and that there is uniformity for pictures and the show.  The sizing must be approved by Miss Danielle.  All students should wait to purchase their shoes Monday, August 30th through Thursday, September 2nd from 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Ballet students must wear a black body suit, pink tights, pink slippers (strings trimmed to two inches and taped to the inside of the shoe.), and hair must be worn neatly in a very secure bun.  If hair is cropped, a nape of the neck ponytail is sufficient.   Ponytails and long braids are inappropriate and can be detrimental when the student is executing turns.  In the winter appropriate dance knitwear that is snug fitting can be worn.  Sweaters must be black, leg warmers must be pink.  No skirts are to be worn until the student is in high school!  Boys should wear black leggings, a tight white t-shirt, white socks, and ballet slippers.

Jazz and Tap students should wear tights and leotard of any color.  Skirts may be worn by consent of the teacher in tap classes.  Jazz pants may be worn by consent of the teacher for jazz classes.  Shorts with bare legs are not appropriate attire for any dance class.  Long hair must be tied back off the face in a braid or ponytail.  Short hair should be off the face as well with a headband or nape of the neck ponytail.  Jazz students may not take class without jazz shoes; and tap students may not participate with out tap shoes.

Acro students must wear a bodysuit with or without footless tights.  Shorts and T-shirts are not appropriate, and may not be worn in any dance classes (with the exception of boys).  Students don’t have to wear tights with their bodysuit during warmer months.  Hair should always be worn off the face in a ponytail, braid etc.  If hair is very long, secure it in a bun so that it is not stepped on.

Hip-hop students must wear dance sneakers. Street clothing, especially jeans, is not appropriate.  Students must wear dancewear, work out clothing, or athletic wear that is made of stretchy fabrics.  Hair must be off the face and in a ponytail.

Irish students should wear tights and a leotard of any color.  They may wear short dance skirts or a dance dress.  They must wear ghillies, and have Irish hard shoes for the hard shoe class.  I will enforce this dress code this year.  Hair must be worn off the face in a ponytail.

Panties are not to be worn under dance outfits or costumes.  We would appreciate your co-operation with this rule.  Students should be reared properly in dressing for dance classed in order to avoid embarrassing situations in the future.  Panties are strictly forbidden at picture day, dress rehearsals, and the shows.

Eyeglasses are prohibited on stage and in the group photo at picture day.  I advise students that wear eyeglasses to begin practicing dancing with out them in January, starting with a few short minutes and gradually working up to 10 -15 minutes each class.  Remember that most dance numbers are less than three minutes long including entering and exiting the stage.

BEHAVIOR & SAFETY

Students should treat their teachers with respect at all times.  They should not chat during class, especially during exercises.  If a student has questions or a concern, they should raise them between exercises, not during them. They should not interrupt the teacher while they are talking.  There should be no talking at all during the exercises.

Hanging on the ballet bars is not allowed.  Please explain this rule to your little one.

Cellular phones are not permitted in the studios with the exception of teachers.  Teacher’s phones should be in the silent mode.

Students are not permitted to leave the studio during the class to visit with their parents.  If a student can not stay in the studio on their own for a one hour class, they are not ready for the PK-K or any other level; they should remain in the Mommy and Me program.

Please recycle your refuse and be responsible for your own and your child’s consumption.

NUTCRACKER

We will be conducting a performance of the Nutcracker this December at Haas Auditorium, Mitrani Hall, Bloomsburg University.  Almost all classes level B and up will be participating.  There will be a four week rule for the four classes prior to the performance and, as always, stage rehearsals are mandatory. The PK-K classes will also have a small part.  I will need volunteers to sew some costumes.  If you would like to volunteer, please email me at bloomsburgschoolofdance@yahoo.com.  

SNOW CANCELLATIONS

No decisions are made as to the canceling of class due to weather until 3:00 p.m. the afternoon of class.  Just because school is canceled does not necessarily mean that dance classes are canceled.  If a decision is made to cancel class, it is called in to WFYY radio 106.5, WHLM 930 AM, and 103.5 at 3:00 p.m.  You may also call the Sports Plex 387-9675 after 3 pm.  If I have cancelled they will be aware of it at 3:00.  Ask about Bloomsburg School of Dance classes specifically as each program will make their own decision in regard to the weather.  I may hold the 4:30 class and still decide to cancel later classes due to weather or lack of attendees.  

DATES TO REMEMBER

September 6th (Tuesday)
Fall Classes Begin

November 24th  
Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes)

December 
Nutcracker Rehearsals

December 
The Nutcracker

December 19th –December 29th    
Holiday Break (no classes)

April 16th-19th               
Picture Week /Four Week Rule  Begins

May 14th-17th 
Blocking Rehearsals

May 18th  
Dress Rehearsal

May 19th   
Spring Recital

May 28th  
Memorial Day (no class)

May 31st 
Last Day of Classes

*The blocking rehearsals and the dress rehearsal are mandatory.  If you miss any stage rehearsal, you will not be able to perform in the show.  There is no exception to this rule.  Picture Day and regularly scheduled dance classes during the four week rule are also mandatory.

